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The AVN has created a timeline of events surrounding the ill-fated flu vaccination 

campaign, from its launch in WA on the 19th of March, 2010 up to the 18th of May, 

2010. It paints a disturbing picture of government incompetence; bureaucrats whose 

only aim seems to be avoiding having their policies questioned; lies from those 

responsible for protecting the health of the community; and a group of caring parents 

kept in the dark about the real risks of a medical procedure that caused hundreds of 

hospitalisations and an unknown number of deaths. 

We have merged 3 sets of data to bring you this information: 

1-    The timeline included in the Stokes Report, commissioned by the WA 

government to examine what went wrong with the flu vaccination campaign and make 

suggestions as to how to prevent the same happening again. 

2-    The Right to Information (RTI) request revealing how Ashley Epapara’s death 

was covered up to prevent criticism of the vaccine. The correspondence in this RTI 

also proves that both the Chief Health Officer (Jeannette Young) and the Minister for 

Health were alerted within hours of Ashley dying, despite their claims to the contrary. 

3-    Phone calls and emails from parents and health practitioners received by the 

AVN during the worst of the reactions in WA and elsewhere. Most concerning is the 

fact that the AVN’s information includes two reports of deaths following flu vaccine – 

one an infant in Perth and another a 19-year old young man near Newcastle. Neither 

of these has ever been reported in the media nor, to the best of our knowledge, have 

they been included on Australia’s national database of vaccine reactions. 

The recommendations of the Stokes report have, for the most part, been ignored. What 

happened four years ago, can happen again. Protecting vaccination policy still appears 

to take precedence over alerting consumers to warning signs of an unfolding tragedy. 
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Our health officials are claiming there is no vaccination debate; minimising the known 

risks and exaggerating the unproven benefits to declare vaccines beyond question. 

They follow this up with an agenda of vilification against those who have the greatest 

stake in the issue – the parents of Australia’s children. 

 
Ashley Jade Epapara was found dead in her bed at 6.30 on the morning after receiving 

the vaccine. Her twin sister and older brother who also received the shot are ill. 

 


