Riots in Algeria as vaccine kills seven babies
(Filed: 26/12/2001)

http://www.portal.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2001/12/26/walg26.xmI&sSheet=/news/2001/1
2/26/ixworld.html

RIOTS swept through the Algerian town of Oued el Abtal after the deaths of
seven babies who had received measles vaccinations.

Residents fought police and set fire to government buildings when the town's
prefect arrived to attend the children's funerals.

Police fired warning shots in an attempt to disperse the crowd in the town
near Mascara, about 225 miles west of Algiers.

The seven victims were between three and 18 months old. Three died
immediately after receiving the injections last week as part of a
vaccination campaign and four others died within an hour, witnesses said.
Dozens more were taken to hospital in a serious condition.

Local doctors claimed that the vaccine had passed its expiry date, but
health authorities later denied this and said the vaccination had been
administered incorrectly.
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"All truth goes through three stages. First it is ridiculed. Then it is
violently opposed. Finally, it is accepted as self-evident." (Schopenhauer)

Any information obtained here is not to be construed as medical OR legal
advice. The decision to vaccinate and how you implement that decision is
yours and yours alone.
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